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Do Your iPod Shuffle on the Sunny Side of the Street, and 
Recharge It 

 
 
For decades now, solar power has seemed like the stepchild of the energy industry, a 
technology with potential but few popular uses. But now a product called the Soldius1, 
made by a Dutch company, is putting solar power to use in popular gadgets. 
 
Plug your iPod or cell phone into the Soldius1, and place the charger in direct sunlight to 
recharge your device in two to three hours. (The charger works on overcast days as well, 
but it takes longer.) 
 
The Soldius1, available at mysoldius.com, does not need batteries and is small enough to 
fit in a pocket. Because it is powered by photovoltaic cells, it can be used anywhere there 
is sunlight. 
 
It can charge the iPod Mini, Nano and Shuffle, and more than 250 cell phones, including 
popular models from Nokia, Samsung and Motorola. The cell phone charger ($89.99) is 
red; the one for iPods ($99.99) is white. A version that can charge both kinds of devices 
costs $109.99, and comes in several colors. 
 
The Soldius1 is a handy alternative to searching for a free outlet. Just remember that it 
will not work if you plan to charge your devices in an office cubicle or if your iPod runs 
out of juice on the subway. 
 
-- ANDREW ZIPERN  
 


